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(301) 445-0086
30 Sep 08
To:
Grand Master of Masons, District of Columbia

From:  Acting Worshipful Master and Wardens  ~  Freedom Military Lodge No. 1775

Subject:  2008 Annual Report to the Grand Master

It gives me great pride to send to you the message of Progress !!

Not surprising, it is only through the incredible Teamwork of the members of the Lodge, as they maintain their support to their primary Lodge and the Grand Jurisdiction, notwithstanding their other commitments in Masonry.

Our Installation of Officers occurred on 29 Nov 07.  On 30 Jan 08, our Worshipful Master, W∴Brother David E. Baer conducted his first Stated Communication.  Sadly, this was his last Lodge Communication for he passed to the Grand Architect of the Universe on 01 Apr 08, prior to our next scheduled Stated Communication on 30 Apr 08.  I took the gavel and the oriental chair for the balance of this Masonic year, as Acting Master.  On 30 Apr, I declared the Lodge in mourning, had it draped accordingly, and Opened a Lodge of Sorrow for the remainder of the year.  The Grand Lodge approved our By-Laws at the Special Communication in March, so copies were made available for everyone at this Stated Communication.
Grand Lodge ~ As an integral Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction, we have ...

· Had participation in all Grand Lodge Schools of Instruction.

· Supported the Masons on the Hill Program, enjoying fellowship with our Brethren that are U.S. Senators and Representatives.

· In support of our Grand Lodge's Mason-At-Sight Raising of Bro. Sgt. John Kriesel (Courtesy to Grand Lodge of MN), he was made an Honorary member of our Lodge.

· Fully participated (Master and Wardens) in the Special Communication on 29 Mar 08.

· Supported in many aspects the World Conference of Grand Lodges, most notably the Wreath Laying Ceremony at the World War II Memorial on 10 May 08.

· Fully participated (Master and Wardens) in the Semi-annual Communication on 14 May 08.

· Played an integral part in the success of the Masonic Family Day at the Scottish Rite Temple.

· Participation in the Annual Leadership Conference on 12/13 Sep 08.

· Plan for full participation (Master and Wardens) in the Grand Lodge Visitation for this Lodge on 09 Oct 08.

· Plans for full participation (Master and Wardens) in the Grand Annual Communication on 25 Oct 08.

· Plans for full participation (Master and Wardens) in the Third Stated Communication on 13 Dec 08.

Membership ~ As of this writing, we have ...
· Raised three Brethren to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  They are members of the U.S. Army's Old Guard at Ft. Myer, VA.
· We have one Brother Passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft, and 
· We have one Brother Initiated an Entered Apprentice.  This latter Brother is a wounded and decorated veteran of the Iraq War.  He was Honorably retired from the U.S. Army and returned to his home in Florida for continued therapy and to be with his family.  Our Grand Secretary, M∴W∴Bro. Mansour Hatefi, honored my request to ask the Grand Lodge of Florida to conduct Courtesy Degree Work for this Brother in the Degrees of Fellow Craft and Master Mason.  They have agreed to support us.  
· We have approved the Affiliation of four Brethren, and 
· Granted Honorary Membership of two Brethren.  
· We have two Petitions for Affiliation that are pending.
Activities ~ Although our membership has participated in other activities in support of the Grand Lodge and the community, we have participated in the following activities very specifically in the name of Freedom Military Lodge No. 1775.  
· We have "stood up" our Lodge Website ( www.freedommilitarylodge.org ).  
· We have made several visits to the DC Veterans Hospital, where we have provided aid and comfort to our kinsmen and women, most notably on Memorial Day, where we also greeted Miss America (2008), Ms. Kirsten Haglund.  She congratulated us on our dedication to our fellow comrades.  Echoing her sentiments, Associate Director Mike Dunfee extended the right hand of fellowship and expressed his appreciation for our work.  
· Always a great time, we participated in the 4th of July Palisades Parade and Picnic.  Several members were seen "burning burgers" and making everyone feel welcome.  Many compliments and expressions of thanks came from our neighbors.  
· Our membership was seen in attendance at the fund-raising Charity Ball in support of the Masonic Foundation of DC, where we supported the initiative with a donation and sponsorship in the Program Book.  We were happy to be joined by the Grand Lodge of Virginia and shared Fraternal Greetings with our Brethren "from across the river."  
· Freedom Military Lodge No. 1775 was also well represented with our Ladies at the Annual Komen Walk for the Cure.  It was a great day and we were proud to be recognized by the parade marshal on the public address system, as we marched by.
· Hiram-Takoma Lodge No. 10 had a Stated Communication on 9-11, 11 Sep 08.  Our Lodge was asked to present a program, which we did – we emphasized the terrorist attack on the Pentagon and presented the Folding of the Flag Program symbolic of the retirement of the flag that flew at the crash site.

This Master was not able to accomplish his vision for the Lodge, during this period of time.  I am confident that the continued support of the membership and the new leadership for the coming year will provide greater achievement, more noble goals, and still more progress in serving our military establishment  –  active and retired.
We are dedicated to the principles of our Gentle Craft and feel we are doing a noble job to bring credit to our Lodge, our Grand Lodge, and Freemasonry.
Very Respectfully & Fraternally,
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William "Bill" G.L. Turner, PM

Acting Worshipful Master
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